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Announcements 

EPA Releases Final Conformity Rule. On January 24 the final transportation 
conformity rule which implements the Clean Air Act amendments adopted in 2005 under 
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU) was published in the Federal Register. The SAFETEA-LU changes have 
been implemented through a joint EPA-DOT interim guidance issued on February 14, 
2006. This final rule replaces the interim guidance. For further information and a copy of 
the rule, see: http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/conf-regs.htm. The rule is 
effective on February 25, 2008.  

EPA Releases EMFAC2007 Motor Vehicle Emission Factor Model for California.On 
January 18, EPA posted a notice in the Federal Register approving California's updated 
EMFAC model, EMFAC2007. This model is only used in California and all new regional 
emissions analyses and CO hot-spot analyses started after April 18, 2008 must use the 
new model. For more information, see: 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/E
8-876.htm  

Court Rules in Favor of EPA on Most Challenges to EPA's PM Conformity Hot 
Spot Regulations -- Asks EPA to Further Explain One Provision. On December 11, 
2007 the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals issued its ruling on a challenge to EPA's 
transportation conformity "hot-spot" regulations for particulate matter (PM). The 
regulations, issued by EPA in March 2006, require that transportation projects conform at 
the local level to the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in PM-10 and PM-2.5 
nonattainment and maintenance areas. The court remanded the rule to EPA to further 
explain its interpretation of the Clean Air Act provision that requires that transportation 
projects do not delay timely attainment of any standard or any required interim milestone 
in any area, and how the rule satisfies those provisions. The court ruled in favor of EPA 
on all other challenges to the rule. (Environmental Defense v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No 06-
1164, 12/11/07). 

 


